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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

The month of June immediately reminds all of us about the World
Environment Day (since 5th June 1973), which has engaged the attention of
the entire human populations of the world for obvious reasons. It is time that
we properly address the problem for minimising the ill effects of our conscious
violation of the code of conduct agreed upon through various global meets
from time to time. Interestingly, this month brings to us vivid experiences
of some turning points which have been instrumental in many observable
short-range as well as long-range socio-economic and political transitions.
For example, Lord Louis Mountbatten’s announcement of India’s partition
(02.06.1947), Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's formal initiation of Forward Block
(22.06.1940), the dawn of British rule (23.06.1757), declaration of National
Emergency by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi (25.06.1975), the
adoption of the Charter of UN at San Francisco Conference (26.06.1945), joint
declaration of Panchsheel by Jawaharlal Nehru and Chou En-Lai (28.06.1954),
the beginning of Santal Rebellion (30.06.1855) etc. made their own respective
marks in the history of concerned nations.

Friends, we also notice among others, remarkable achievements of two
women in this month. One of them was Smt. Meira Kumar, who was elected
as the first woman Speaker of Loksabha of India (03.06.2009) and the other
was Ms. Valentina Tereshkova of Russia, the first woman Astronautin the space
(16.06.1963). This apart, the desk ends up with a golden remembrance of Dr.
Upendranath Brahmachari for his work on Kala-azar. He was also the President
of the Asiatic Society (1928-29) and we show our profound respect to him
during the 150 years of his birth.

We had our Annual General Meeting and Awards Giving Ceremony on the
first of May, 2023 which was successfully over by the participation of Hon'ble
Governor of West Bengal and Patron of the Society, Dr. C.V. Ananda Bose, along
with the First Lady Smt. L. S. Lakshmi. Many of the awardees and dignitaries
were present during the occasion. It was followed by the Ordinary Monthly
General Meeting. A workshop on History of Science was organised for 5 days
between 15 and 19 May, 2023. Seventy participants from various institutes
of the country took part in the workshop where a number of distinguished
resource persons delivered their lectures. A function was organised at the
invitation of the Asiatic Society on 17.05.2023 on the occasion of a book release
entitled ‘Akshara Poojayllum Ananda Bose’ by Vechoochira Madhu. Professor
Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of the Asiatic Society, addressed the
gathering. Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty, Vice-President, Professor
Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting), Professor Ranjana Ray, Anthropological
Secretary and Shri Shyam Sundar Bhattacharya, Philological Secretary of the
Society also participated in the function on behalf of the Society. The Asiatic
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Society had participated with its exhibition
on rare manuscripts and their conservation
at Delhi International Museum EXPO 2023.
This was organised by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, and was inaugurated
by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India on
18.05.2023. A number of distinguished visitors
visited the stall of the Asiatic Society and
appreciated the display on record. Dr. Sankar
Kumar Nath, Medical Science Secretary of the
Society delivered a special lecture on 26th May,
2023 on ‘Food Habit and Cancer Prevention’
This apart, | had participated in one function at
Raj Bhavan on 16th May, 2023 on the occasion
of the commemoration of State Foundation
Day of Sikkim and another function organised
by the National Council of Science Museum
and Anthropological Survey of India at the

Meeting with the Minister

Science City Auditorium on 09.05.2023. | had
the occasion to meet the Hon'ble Minister of
State of Culture, Government of India, Shri Arjun
Ram Meghwal on 22nd May, 2023 in Kolkata
on the occasion of 51st Foundation Day of Raja
Rammohun Roy Library Foundation and 251st
Birth Anniversary of Rammohun Roy at the
premises of National Library, Kolkata.

| request all the members to kindly
participate in all the Society’s activities and
put forward their valuable suggestions for the
development of the Society.

Please keep well and safe.

At

(S. B. Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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Dr. S. B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary, meeting Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon'ble Union Minister
of State (I/C) for Law & Justice, Parliamentary Affairs and Culture, Government of India, at a
programme at National Library, Kolkata on 22.05.2023.




MEETING NOTICE ‘

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 5tH JUNE 2023 AT 5 PM. AT THE

VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting
held on 1st May, 2023.
. Exhibition of presents made to the Society in May, 2023
. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).
. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).
. Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per Regulation
49(g).
. The following paper will be read by Professor Subhas Chandra Santra :
"Global Climate Change and its Relevance to India".

1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 /£E Qﬂm@“”

Dated : 22.05.2023
(S B Chakrabarti)

General Secretary
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Global Climate Change and its
Relevance to India

Subhas Chandra Santra
Former Professor, University of Kalyani

'‘Climate Change' is one of the main environmental challenges
faced by the world today. Climate change arising due to the increasing
concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere since the
pre-industrial time, has emerged as a serious global environmental issue
and poses threats and challenges to mankind. Climate change is increasingly
recognised as one of the potential critical factors in sustainable development
trajectories and there is an emerging international literature that considers
methodological issues and empirical results of studies that explore
interlinkages, trade-offs and synergies between the different policy areas
involved. Estimations of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emission inventories

d in India began in a limited scale in 1991 which were enlarged and revised, and

the first definitive report for the base year 1990 was published in 1992

(Mitra, 1992). A comprehensive inventory of the Indian emissions

from all energy, industrial processes, agricultural activities, land

use, land use change and forestry, and waste management

practices has been prepared by UNFCCC (NATCOM 2004).

India is facing several problems due to Climate

change, which is associated with various adverse

impacts on agriculture, water resources, forest and

biodiversity, health, coastal management and

increase in temperature. Decline in agricultural

productivity is the main impact of climate change

on India. India is a developing country with nearly

700 million rural populations directly depending

on climate-sensitive sectors and natural resources

such as water, biodiversity, mangroves, coastal

zones, and grasslands for their subsistence and
livelihood.

Lower rainfall and more evaporation would have

the direct consequence of less runoff, substantially

changing the availability of freshwater in the

watersheds, decline of soil moisture and increasing

aridity level of hydrological zones. By the year 2050,

the average annual runoff in the river Brahmaputra will

decline by 14%. If the current warming rates are maintained,
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Himalayan glaciers could decay at extremely
rapid rates, shrinking from the present
5,00,000 km? to 1,00,000 km? by the 2030s.

Climate change issues considered to be
major environmental concern in the world
today. India being now most populated
country of the world, facing challenges of
various immediate and delayed effects of
climate related worst consequences. These
are as follows:

1.Agriculture and Food Security

Highly climate-sensitive Indian agriculture,
65% of which is in rain fed areas, contributes
nearly 25% of GDP, employs 65% of the total
workforce and accounts for 13.3% of total
exports together with allied activities (GOI,
2002).

2.Water Resources

India’s rich water resources are unevenly
distributed and result in spatial and temporal
shortages. The demand for water has
increased tremendously over the years due
to an increasing population, expanding
agriculture, and rapid industrialisation which
are responsible for considerable imbalancein
the quantity and quality of water resources.
According to the Ministry of Water Resources,
the amount of water available per person in
India decreased steadily from 3,450 cm in
1951 to 1,250 cm in 1999, and is expected to
decline further to 760 cm per person in 2050.

3.Forest

Global assessment has shown that future
climate change is likely to have a significant
impact on forest ecosystems. Climate is
probably the most important determinant
of vegetation patterns globally and has a
significant influence on the distribution,
structure and ecology of forest (Krischbaum
et al., 1996). India is a mega-biodiversity
country where forests account for about 20%
(64 million ha) of the geographical area (State
Forest Report, 2001).

4,Sea-Level Rise

Coastal ecosystem will be affected by
sea-level rise and temperature increases. Heavily
populated mega delta regions, in particular, will
be at the greatest risk due to increased flooding.
The changes in the Godavari, Indus, Mahanadi
and Krishna coastal deltas will potentially
displace millions of people. Projected sea-level
rise could damage aquaculture industries, and
exacerbate already declining fish productivity.
There will also be higher risks of increased
frequency and intensity of coastal surges and
cycles (Gol, 2005).

Sea-levels have risen globally because
of the continental ice-melt and thermal
expansion of ocean water in response to
global warming. Sea-level rise in the North
Indian Ocean (NIO) occurred at a rate of
1.06-1.75 mm per year during 1874-2004 and
has accelerated to 3.3 mm per year in the last
two and a half decades (1993-2017), which
is comparable to the current rate of global
mean sea-level rise.

5.Floods

In India 40 million hectares are prone
to floods with 8 million hectares being
affected every year. The Brahmaputra and
the Gangetic basin are the most flood-prone
areas. The other flood-prone areas are the
North West region of west-flowing rivers
such as the Narmada and the Tapti, Central
India and the Deccan region with major rivers
flowing like Mahanadi, Krishna and Cauvery
(Gol, 2002). Flood disasters are the largest
cause of economic damages and losses of
human lives in India.

6.Drought

Along with floods India also suffers acute
water shortage. Of the net area sown in the
country, 68 per cent is prone to drought,
and of this 33 per cent is chronically
drought-prone, receiving rainfall of less
than 750 mm per annum, while 35 per cent
receives rainfall between 750 and 1,125 mm
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per annum (Gol, 2002). The steady shrinking
of the Himalayan Glacier ranges will drastically
cut down water availability in downstream
plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

7.Landslides

Landslides can affect large areas of the
country every year during monsoons. They
can also be caused by earthquakes.The areas
that suffer from landslide hazards are located
in the hilly tracts of the Himalayas, Northeast
India, Nilgiris, Eastern Ghats and Western
Ghats. With the melting of the glaciers in the
Hindukush-Karakorum Himalaya region, and
the foreseeable increase in heavy rain events
and intensity of tropical cyclones (Parry et al,
2007), the incidences of landslides are likely
to increase.

8. Air

The main sources of global warming—the
extraction and burning of fossil fuels—are not
only key drivers of climate change, but are
also major sources of air pollutants. Many air
pollutants that are harmful to human health
and ecosystems also contribute to climate
change by affecting the amount of incoming
sunlight that is reflected or absorbed by the
atmosphere.

9.Soil

While climate change is a global
phenomenon, arid, semi-arid and coastal
regions are especially vulnerable to climate
change. Increased human induced activities
have accelerated the process of climate
change in the recent past and increased the
mean global surface temperature by 0.6°c
over 100 years, a phenomenon known as
global warming (Singh, 2012).

10. Biodiversity

Biodiversity is one such sector that is likely
to be severely impacted. Changes to the
present climate system in India may affect
the different ecosystems with corresponding
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impacts on key sectors, such as water
resources, agriculture, natural ecosystems
including forestry, health and industrial
sectors.

The environmental changes being driven
by climate change are disturbing natural
habitats and species in ways that are still only
becoming clear. There are signs that rising
temperatures are affecting biodiversity, while
changing rainfall patterns, extreme weather
events, and ocean acidification are putting
pressure on species already threatened by
other human activities.

Rising temperatures in the oceans affect
marine organisms. Corals are particularly
vulnerable to rising temperatures and ocean
acidification can make it harder for shellfish
and corals in the upper ocean to form shells
and hard skeletons.

11.Health

As climate change increases the risk of
communicable diseases in India, it creates
a conducive environment for the creation
and transmission of several communicable
diseases like malaria, dengue, diarrhoea,
etc.

12. Decreasing State of Live Stocks,
Fishery, Wetland Resources

Fisheries and aquaculture contributes
largely to food, nutritional and livelihood
security in many countries including India. It
contributes about 1% of the gross domestic
product of India. However, both marine
and inland fisheries and aquaculture have
been profoundly affected by global climate
change. Climate change is directly affecting
the fisheries and aquaculture sector by
modulation of physiology, behaviour,
distribution and migration pattern,
reproductive capacity and mortality.

13.Rapid Expansion of Desert Areas

Climate change and desertification have
strong interactions. Desertification affects
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climate change through loss of fertile soil and vegetation. Soils contain large amounts of
carbon, some of which could be released to the atmosphere due to desertification, with
important repercussions for the global climate system.

14.Increased Quantity of Solid, Toxic, Hazardous Wastes

Rising levels of greenhouse gases in the Earth’s atmosphere are already changing our
climate. Some of these emission increases can be traced directly to our solid waste. Solid waste
contributes directly to greenhouse gas
emissions through the generation of
methane from the anaerobic decay
of waste in landfills, and the emission
of nitrous oxide from our solid
waste combustion facilities. Both
of these greenhouse gases have
high global warming potential:
methane has 21 times the
warming potential of carbon
dioxide and nitrous oxide
has 310 times the warming
potential.

Conclusion

India should
be concerned
about the climate
change because
it might have
adverse impact
on the country.
Not all possible
consequences of
climate change are
yet fully understood,
but the main ‘categories’
of impacts are those
on agriculture, rise in
sea-level leading to
submersion of coastal areas
and increased frequency of
extreme events which pose
serious threats to India.
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The Demographic Profile in India : Some Issues

India is rapidly moving towards the
position of becoming the most populous
country in the world. The United Nations
Population Fund’s State of the World
Population Report, 2023 projects India’s mid-
year population in 2023 at 142.86 crores and
China’s at 142.57 crores. Comparatively, the
other top six country’s population are, United
States 34 crores, Indonesia 24.75 crores,
Pakistan 24 crores, Nigeria 22.4 crores, Brazil
21.6 crores and Bangladesh 17.3 crores. As at
now, India’s total population is more than 20%
of the total population of the world — which is
more than the total combined population of
Europe, Africa and North and South America.
A 2050 projection shows that whereas India’s
population in 2050 will be 166.80 crores, that
of China will be drastically reduced to 131.70
crores. In the year 2022, the number of new
borns in India was 2.30 crores whereas in
china it was 95.60 lakhs. In the year 1950
India’s total population was 86 crores whereas
in China it was 114 crores. The redeeming
feature is that the rate of population growth
in the world is less than 1% now. But still, in
November this year, it will become 800 crores
which will rise to 850 crores in 2030. If we
compare the fertility rate in India with some
other countries it will be found that it was 2.05
births perwomanin 2022, whereas in China it
was 1.28 in 2020, and in United States it was

1.64 in 2020. Though from 1952 to 2021, the
fertility rate has come down from 5.9 to 2.1
in India, which is nearer to the replacement
level of the population, the figures of other
countries will show that there is the necessity
of still lowering it. And, more important than
that, this fertility rate varies on the basis of
literacy, economic position, religion, region
and the like. More than the total number
of population this is likely to result in major
imbalances in the demographic composition
of the different sections of population.

As per the estimates of the same United
Nations Population Fund’s State of the
World Population Report 2023, 68% of India’s
population is in the 15-64 age group and
only 7% is above 65. The same report draws
attention to the fact that with close to 50%
of the population below the age of 25,
India has an opportunity to benefit from
the ‘demographic dividend’ Pointing to the
abandunce of the youth population in the
country, it says that "as the world reaches 8
billion people, we at UNFPA see India’s 1.4
billion people as 1.4 billion opportunities”,
as said by the UNFPA representative and
Country Director in India.

But, is the situation so optimistic? Are
the opportunities really available? And if
available, are they evenly distributed? The
abandunce of youth population in the
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country’s demographic set up may cause
demographic dividend only if the youth
can be meaningfully integrated with the
task of progress and development. This
involves skill training and job creation.
Otherwise ‘demographic dividend’ will, in all
probability, result in demographic liabilities.
In a Survey of 1007 people on their views
on population issues in India, 63% of the
respondent population in India identify
several economicissues as top concerns when
thinking about population changes, followed
by environmental concerns (46%). They felt
that the population of the country is too large
and fertility rate is too high, particularly the
differential fertility rates. An Economic Survey
in India made in 2020-2023 showed that
22.89 crores of people in India (16.4%) are
below the poverty line and another 26 crores
live on the margins of poverty. In the Global
Hunger Index, India’s position is 107 among
121 countries surveyed, malnutrition causing
death among 69% of the child mortality
cases. The highly inequitable pattern of
India’s growth scenario will be evident from
the fact that, whereas in 2000, only 2% of
India’s domestic production was in the hands
of billionaires, In 2020, this percentage has
increased to 20. The Centre for Monitoring
India’s Economy’s (CMIE) latest report shows
that the overall unemployment rate in India
was 7.8%, whereas in urban areas, it is 8.5%.
This, of course, does not include those who
are partially unemployed or the disguisedly
unemployed.

Significantly, commenting on China’s
shrinking population and whether China feels
concerned about this situation, one Chinese
spokesman says, "l want to tell you that the
population dividend does not depend on
quantity only but also on quality." As he also
said "size matters, but what matters most
is talent resource. Nearly 900 million out of
1.4 billion Chinese are of working age and
on average, have received 10.9 years of
education." So, population dividend has to
evenly match with talent dividend.

Population Ageing in India

Though, demographically, Indiais a young
country, where the youth, going by the UN
estimates, constitute the largest cohort,
comprising 25.4 crores in the 15-24 years
bracket and whereas, the 10-24 years age
category constitute 26% of the population,
yet, as per the same UN estimates, Indians
over the age of 60 years will double by
2050 constituting almost 19.6% of the total
population. The situation and projection of
the number and percentage of the old people
(60+) in India are as follows:

1961 - 24 million (5.63% of the population)
1981 - 57 million (6.58% ...)

2001 - 71 million (7.5% ...)

2021 - 133 million (12% ...)

2051 - 301 million (17%...)

Among the old people also there are sub
categories. The old-old (70+) are projected
to increase fivefold from 29 million in 2001
to 132 million in 2051. The oldest old (80+)
are likely to increase fourfold from 8 million
in 2001 to 32 million in 2051. By mid century,
India’s 60+ populations is expected to reach
323 millions, a number greater than the total
US population in 2012.

Some interesting facts about the living
arrangements of the elderly people in India
may be mentioned here. According to 2001
Census, 33.07% of the elderly are without
their life partners. According to NFHS data,
58% of the elderly women are widows as
against 17% of the men who are widowers.
This is due to the fact that though child
mortality among the females is higher, but at
the old stage of life, men mortality is higher
compared to mortality among women. The
NSS, 52" round data give us an idea about the
dependency status of the old people in India.

Rural Urban
Male Female Male Female

Not dependent 36.4% |24.7% |38.6% [22.4%

Partially dependent [18.6% [17.1% |[16% [13.4%

Fully dependent 45% 58.2% |45.5% [64.2%
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So the fact that the elderly women
live longer than men and have a higher
dependency rate, lead us to say that elderly
women are in a more vulnerable position
that the elderly men. But this is only a relative
figure. The fact that 45% of the elderly men
are fully dependent and another 16 to 18%
are partially dependent from the economic
point of view, make their problem no less
acute.

It is also to be noted here that with little
old age income support and few savings,
labour force participation rate remains high
among Indians aged 60 and above (39%) and
particularly high among older rural Indians
(45%).

So, three dominant demographic processes
influence the growing share of older Indians.
These are declining fertility rates due to im-
proved access to contraception; increasing
age at marriage particularly among women
and also declining infant mortality; increas-
ing life expectancy because of advances in
medicines, public health, nutrition and sani-
tation. As mentioned earlier, India’s fertility
rate declined from 5.9 in 1950 to 2.1 in 1921
and is projected to drop further to 1.88 by
2050 which is below the population replace-
ment level. Life expectancy in birth has also
improved vastly over the last few decades,
increasing from 36.2 yearsin 1950 to 71 years
in2011and is projected torise to 75.9 yearsin
2050. Even more significantin its implications
for population ageing, life expectancy at age
60 has also increased dramatically, rising from
about 12 years in 1950 to 18 years in 2015
and is projected to rise further to more than
21 years by 2050. Average Indian’s life expec-
tancy at age 80 has also likewise increased
from about 5 years in 1950 to more than 7
years at the present time. By the middle of the
century it is predicated to rise to 8.5 years. As
a result of these, the UN Population Division
projects that people of age 60 and above
will comprise 19% of India’s total population
- more than 324 million which is more than
the current total population of all but 5 of the
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world’s total population. The dramatic and
massive nature of these current and ongoing
demographic shifts indicate that the ageing
population challenges that India is facing are
sure to occur on an enormous scale.

The Problems of Ageing

Undoubtedly, in the last couple of decades,
the Governments, both at the Central
and State levels, have passed significant
protective laws ensuring some minimum
facilities for the aged. The Government of
India’s National Policy on Older Persons,
1999, Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act 2007 and National
Policy for Senior Citizens 2011 provide
the legal framework for supporting the
needs of elderly. The National Programme
for Health Care of Elderly and Health and
Wellness Centre under the Ayushman Bharat
Programme provide dedicated health care
to elderly at Primary Health Centre. Besides,
many state Governments, including West
Bengal, have introduced old age pension
scheme for men/widows.

At the international level, in the 66th
World Health Assembly, consisting of Health
Ministers of 194 Member States, held in 2013,
a Comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan,
2013-2020 (extended to 2030 in the year
2019) was adopted which set its goal to
promote mental health and well-being for all,
to prevent mental health conditions for those
at risk and to achieve universal coverage
for mental health services. It further aimed
at scaling up care for mental, neurological
and substance use disorders and promoting
human rights in mental health.

But as far as the Indian situation is
concerned, although reliable data on the
prevalence of mental illness is scarcely
available, a study in Indian southern states
reports that the prevalence of mental illness
among elder adults may be as high as 27%
with depression, anxiety, bipolar disorders,
dementia and alcohol dependence and others.
Data from India’s NSS suggests a significant
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positive correlation between mental illness
prevalence and age, specially in rural areas.
This growing burden of both physical and
mental chronic illness has the potential to
translate into staggering economic cost. A
2014 World Economic Forum report predicts
that NCD’s (Non-Communicable Diseases),
among the aged, may cost Indiaas much as 4.3
trillion dollars in productivity losses and health
care expenditures between 2012 and 2030.

Changing Patterns of Income Security
and Lack of a Safety-Net

The income and housing security issues
constitute other major areas of concern
for population ageing in India. There has
been a huge change in the social and
economic landscape in India in which the
traditional family support system, is breaking
down. Conventionally, the traditional family
provided a solid social and economic support
for the elderly. However, due to increased
urbanisation and mobility and also due to
changing psychological orientations of the
new generation, this support system has been
steadily declining. A 2011 United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) survey carried
out in selected states in India revealed that
1/5th of the 60 plus respondents lived alone
or solely without a spouse. Many of their
children were living in a different locality
due to education, work or marriage rather
than due to personal preference. It was also
revealed in that Survey that only 14% of these
older adult households received financial
support from friends or relatives.

The Workforce Participation Pattern and
employment seekers among the older Indian
adults are also significant. The UNFPA Survey
of older Indians found that about 24% of
India’s aged 60 plus population remained in
the workforce and that a large proportion
of the respondents work intensely inspite of
their physical limitation for at least 6 months
in a year.There is a gender dimension of this
problem too in the sense that it was much

higher for males than for females. It has a
spatial dimension also in the sense that it is
much higher in rural areas (47%) and that it
varied significantly across states. Another
distressing factor is that only those who
worked in the organsied sectors are entitled
to enjoy pension and other retirement
benefits. But an estimated 83% of India’s
working population are in the unorganised
sector and, therefore, not entitled to receive
any pension or retirement benefits at their old
age. It has been calculated that less than 10%
of the population currently receive a pension
of any kind. At the present time, more than
70% of older Indian workers surveyed cited
economic necessity, rather than personal
preference as their main reason for remaining
in the workforce. There is an urgent need to
introduce social safety-net measures for all
individuals regardless of their work history.

In 2015, the WHO announced the
development of a Global Strategy and Action
Plan on Ageing and designed 2020-30 as the
Decade for Healthy Ageing. This plan calls on
all countries to “commit to fostering healthy
ageing, with action plan in place to maximize
functional ability that reached everyone”
The main goals are fostering healthy ageing,
aligning health systems with the needs of
the older people, developing long-term care,
creating age-friendly environments and
providing a framework forimprovement of the
lives and well-being of its ageing population.

India is a party to the Declaration and
let us honestly hope that the Government
will strive for improving the life of the aged
along with taking care of the improvement
of the physical and psychological orientation
of the aged in India. What is required is an
integrative approach to align the needs of the
elderly as well the older adults in programmes
and policies which are meant for them.

50&%&%% ‘

Swapan Kumar Pramanick
President
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"Each generation must discover its mission, fulfil it or betray it, in relative opacity"
-Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth
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the death of an émigré in a cold, alien
land, Asok Mitra, a younger man, will
remember him in a few sad lines."
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@35 ©Ifel/ Remembering Ranajit Guha:
A Curated List of Centenary Articles and
Obituaries. https://bhabuksabha.wordpress.
com/blog/
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© "In Search of Transcendence: An Interview with
Ranajit Guha”, Interview by Milinda Banerjee.
sai.uni-heidelberg.de/history/download/
ranajit_guha_interview_2.2.11.pdf.

8 5 @R Ranajit Guha, The Small Voice of
History (Permanent Black: 2009) 239%

¢ —“Introduction to the Subaltern Studies
Reader”, The Small Voice of History, p. 323.
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Professor Arun Kumar Das Gupta (1932-2023)

Rana Sen

Former Associate Professor, Scottish Church College, Kolkata

AK.D.G. - these four English alphabets,
written and pronounced in this particular
order, always generated awe and reverence
in the mind and heart of his English Literature
students. Professor Arun Kumar Das Gupta,
fondly remembered as AKDG, had a mortal
life spanning 91 years (1932-2023), but
his ‘immortality’ is etched

legendary Professor Tarak Nath Sen began.
He completed his Masters from University of
Calcutta. He won a State Scholarship in 1955
and went to study in Wadham College, Oxford
University in the United Kingdom.

On his return to Indiain 1958 he joined the
West Bengal Education Service and was posted
in Bengal Engineering

permanently in the heart
of his admiring English
Literature students from
Presidency College and
University of Calcutta. He
taught English Literature
in Presidency College I
from 1961 to 1977 and in —
University of Calcutta from
1977 till his retirement in
1997.

AKDG was devoted to
nurturing and mentoring
his students who benefitted

College, Shibpur (now
known as IIEST, Kolkata).
Arun taught English to
prospective engineers
from 1959 to 1961. Here,
in December 1959, he was
married to Karabi Bhaduri
his childhood sweetheart.
In 1961 he was transferred
to the English Department
of Presidency College, and
therefrom began a dream
journey.

AKDG was now in the

immensely from his vast
scholarship, his unique approach to the
study of literature, and his love and care that
he bestowed upon his dear students even in
their personal lives.

Arun Kumar Das Gupta matriculated from
Scottish Church Collegiate School in North
Calcutta in the year of India’s independence,
1947.His name is still proudly displayed in the
honour board of this 192 year old school. He
studied English honours at Presidency College
and graduated with a first class firstin 1951. It
was here that his lifelong association with the

hallowed company of
teachers of English Literature in Presidency
College, namely Tarak Nath Sen, Amal
Bhattacharya, Sailendra Kumar Sen and
many others. Many of whom were his
teachers during his student years. In the
midst of such erudite scholars Arun Kumar
Das Gupta strove to make a mark for himself.
All his students would later admit that he
succeeded eminently. His was an original
approach to teach English in a 'holistic’
way, where literature had to be appreciated
along with contemporary art, music, and the
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socio-economic backdrop. This struck a deep
chord in the mind and psyche of his brilliant
students. They considered him as a literary
beacon during the restless days of political
anarchy in West Bengal, in 1960s and 1970s.

Professor Das Gupta migrated to the
Department of English in University of
Calcutta in 1977. Here began a new period
of teaching for this veteran exponent of
English Literature. The very big size of the
postgraduate classes (two sections of around
120 students each) compared to the elite
size of Presidency College undergraduate
classes (rarely exceeding twenty in number)
meant that there had to be a different modus
operandi for classroom teaching. A vigorous
use of the chalk-and-blackboard, aided by
frequent use of the microphone in the class
ensued. This, however, came as a rude shock
to his old and faithful students of Presidency
College who, in their own time, had to crowd
the first bench of the honours classroom and
strain every sinew of their hearing ability
to catch the mellifluous words of AKDG
and savour the great literary content of his
lectures.

He was soft-spoken and gentle, yet firm
and unsparing when questions of academic
clarity and professional integrity arose.
Professor Das Gupta successfully inculcated in
his students an expansive approach to English
literature by introducing them to Renaissance
art, architecture and music. AKDG was
quintessentially a Renaissance Man who
savoured Rococo and Baroque art, and was
deeply engrossed, when time permitted him,
with Impressionist Art. His collection of books
on such variety of topics amazes us. Among
his students were Sukanta Chaudhuri, Supriya
Chaudhuri, the late Swapan Chakravorty,
Shirshendu Chakraborty, journalist M.J. Akbar,
Amlan Das Gupta (Jadavpur University),
Sukla Basu Sen (Visva Bharati University) and
many others. Sukanta Chaudhuri remembers
his Mastermoshai as “....one of the few
teachers who impacted a whole generation
of students. He had a very original turn of
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mind with a very distinctive thought process.
He had a natural affinity to the European
Renaissance and his focus on Continental
Renaissance Studies was a new addition to
the academic programme."His legacy lives on.

He was also a humourist of sorts. A section
of his students once went in search of asecond
hand copy of Dante Alighieri's Divine Comedy
in the famed College Street old book market
but could find only Inferno and Purgatorio,
yet Paradiso was unfortunately missing. On
hearing this Professor Das Gupta's cryptic
remark was “The road to heaven is sadly lost”
In the early years of teaching in Presidency
College, when his reputation was quite
established, one of his students scribbled
some Greek utterings under the garb of
“literary quotations”. Little did the student
know that AKDG was quite at ease with the
Greek language. The student was hauled
up, in private, to save any embarrassment to
the student. His misadventure was exposed
and he was reprimanded gently yet firmly
by his teacher. At the same time his gall was
appreciated by AKDG.

Arun was an over-protected child right
from his infancy. He lost his mother when
he was barely two years old and was raised
exclusively by his father who performed
his duties as a single parent. Arun’s father,
Annada Prasad Das Gupta, was the Assistant
Head Master of Keshab Academy School
in North Calcutta and a renowned English
grammarian of his era. The ultra-disciplinarian
father essentially contoured Arun’s entire life
with his overwhelming personality.

Arun’s mentorin Scottish Church Collegiate
School was the redoubtable Assistant Head
Master, Mr. A.R. Roy. In Presidency College he
found his Guru in Professor Tarak Nath Sen.
Professor Sen considered Arun as more than
his son and accepted him as his academic
protégé.

After his father’s untimely demise in 1962
AKDG's life was moulded in great measure
by his loving wife Karabi, who herself taught
Bengali in Rammohan College, in north
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Calcutta. They were verily two friends bonded
in marriage, writing letters to each other in
French when living under the same roof!
AKDG was quite an epitome of a perfect
family person, who took enormous care of his
ailing wife while successfully raising his two
daughters. Both his daughters are well-settled

in the academic and scientific research world,
and reside in the USA. For the last fifteen years
of his life Professor Das Gupta was a patient
of advancing dementia and suffered a lot
physically. Finally the light was put out near
the midnight of 25 April 2023.

His dear students have lost their beacon light.

Chintan Shivir

Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President and Dr. S. B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary of The
Asiatic Society, Kolkata, attending the two-day Chintan Shivir organised by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India at Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Institute of Archaeology, Greater Noida,
during April 6-7, 2023.
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Celebration of World Heritage Day

The Asiatic Society observed the World Heritage Day on 18th April, 2023.To celebrate
this day an exhibition of lithoplates and rare photographs on‘Ancient Monuments of India’
was organised at the Museum. President, Vice-President, General Secretary, Biological
Science Secretary, Council Members, Members, Staff Members, Scholars of the Asiatic
Society and many distinguished persons were present in the exhibition.

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society,
delivering his speech on the occasion.
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Professor Dipak Bhattacharya (1940-2023)

Nabanarayan Bandyopadhyay
Council Member, The Asiatic Society

'Javajjanam tavanmaranam'—so says the
great philosopher Sri Sankaracarya. It is an
inevitable fact that human and other beings
are mortal and we cannot avoid the shock
of any death in this mundane world. In this
context we deeply mourn the sad demise of
Professor Dipak Bhattacharya, an eminent

and researchers. He taught as Lecturer
in different colleges and universities viz.
Bolpur College (1966-76), Punjab University
(1976-77), Visva-Bharati (1977-1982). He
became Reader and Professor at Visva-
Bharati from 1984-92 and 1992-2005
respectively. He retired on 2nd July 2005

Indologist and Sanskritist
on 21st April 2023 at the
age of 82 at his daughter's
residence in Mumbai.
Dipak Bhattacharya
was born on 2nd July 1940
in Calcutta and was worthy
son of a highly respectable
family. The name of his
father is (Late) Pandit
Durgamohan Bhattacharyya
and mother'snameis (Late) /
Bhavani Bhattacharya. |
Dipak Bhattacharya was a

»

as Professor of Sanskrit
of Visva-Bharati (total
teaching experience 39
- B yrs). The various subjects
. taught by him were the
: Vedas, Paninian Vyakarana,
‘) General linguistics and

. Buddhist & Jain literature
with Indian and Western
\ outlook.
' Professor Bhattacharya
had great acumen of doing
research in the fields of
Sanskrit and Indological

brilliant student from his
school days and earned the higher degrees at
the graduate (B.A. Hons.) and post-graduate
(MA) levels in Sanskrit (with specilization
in the Veda) attaining high marks from the
University of Calcutta. He was awarded
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
in Sanskrit from CU in 1976 on the thesis
entitled 'Mythological and Ritual Symbolism:
A Study with reference to the Veda and
Tantric Agni.'

Dr. Bhattacharya was a distinguished
teacher heartily loved by the students

studies with special
emphasis on Vedic studies. His principal area
of research has long been the Atharvaveda
(AV), particularly the Paippaladasamhita
(AVP). As early as 1970 the renowned
linguist Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji
recommended him for completing the
critical edition of the AVP left unfinished by
the late Lamanted Professor Durgamohan
Bhattacharyya, which was edited from
original manuscripts in the Oriya and
the Sarada scripts. For this purpose Dr.
Bhattacharya was invited by the Leiden
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University of Netherlands to work on the
AVP with the prestigious ZWO Fellowship
of the Netherland Government for the year
1981-82. Finally he could complete the
work of editing of AVP in 4 volumes and
these valuable volumes were published by
the Asiatic Society during 1997-2016 in the
Bibliotheca Indica Series (Vol. 1-1997, II-
2008, 111-2011, IV-2016). After publication
of the long-awaited AVP, the academic
fraternity of the Indological world expressed
high satisfaction and acclain in respect of
this outstanding work.

Professor Bhattacharya has seven books
and more than fifty research papers to his
credit, published by the reputed Institutes
and publishers. Apart from AVP (4 vols.)
other books of him include : Mythological
and Ritual Symbolism (1984, pub. Sanskrit
Pustak Bhandar); Traividyam, ed. (in
memory of Durgamohan Bhattacharyya,
2001, Subarnarekha); Indian etymologists
and their etymologies (1987, School of
Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati University);
India and Indology : Past Present and
Future, ed. with Professor Bratindranath
Mukhopadhyay (2004, NBA); Panini—his
environment, predecessors and innovations
(2014, SVS, Rabindra Bharati University).

Among the learned research papers
published in English, Sanskrit, Bengali,
Hindi etc. (during 1984-2016) Professor
Bhattacharya has dealt with the following
multifarious topics : reconstruction/editing,
interpretation & English translation of
till then unpublished hymns of the AVP,
comparative study of the hymns of AVP &
AVS (AV-Saunakiya), Vedic legends, some
social problems of India, Manukya &
Vastusiitra Upanisad, Kautilya Arthasastra
& Dharmagdastra, cosmogony and rituo-
philosophical integrity in the AV, the origin
of the Catuskaya doctrine, the doctrine of
four in the early Upanisads, new material
in the AVP, relationship of Kashmir with
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AVP, Notes on history and text-history
of AV, Aryan problem, utilising Panini in
Vedic research, humanism in Sanskrit
education, Bengal's contribution to Vedic
studies, Paninian and Western method of
Vedic research, Traysi, trials and the Vedas,
preparing an informative critical apparatus
and many more.

Many prestigious Fellowships and Awards
were offered to Professor Bhattacharya
to mention a few, (i) ZWO Fellow, Leiden
University 1981-82 (ii) Sir William Jones
Research Fellowship, The Asiatic Society,
Calcutta, 1964-66 (iii) Gangamani Devi
Silver Medal, Calcutta University, 1961
(iv) Best Book of the year prize, 1986 (v)
Collete Caillat Prize, Institute de France (for
work on the first and second volume of the
AVP), 2009 (vi) Sri Aurobindo Puraskar, Sri
Aurobindo Samiti Kolkata, 2014, etc. (vii)
The Felicitation volume titled Dipaka-Jyotih,
ed. Niranjan Jena & Harekrishna Mishra,
Abhishek Prakashan, New Delhi, 2018.

Professor Bhattacharya visited the
foreign countries like Netherlands being
invited by the Leiden University, 1981-
82, Romania on invitation by the centre
for Eurasiatic and Afro-asiatic Studies,
Bucharest in 2011 and again by the
Metropolitan Library of Bucharest in
2012. He delivered many lectures in a
number of universities, research institutes,
colleges, etc. and presented host of papers
at the international and national seminars,
symposia, workshops, refresher courses, etc.
In the year 2015 he undertook a research
project entitled 'the Paippalada-Sarhhita
of the Atharvaveda—English translation,
Indices and an account of its contents and
history' at the Asiatic Society, Kolkata but
unfortunately could not proceed due to
prolonged illness and old age. Let us look
forward to taking up his dream project by a
competent scholar in near future.

Truly speaking, the outstanding



IN MEMORIAM J

contribution of Dipak Bhattacharya in
the fields of Vedic, Tantric & Buddhist
studies, Paninian grammar and linguistics,
text-critical study, Eastern and Western
interpretation, etc. can never be forgotten.
He seriously attempted to throw new
light on various aspects like the decline
of the AVP, Vratyas, denigration of the AV,
Angirasa material, sympathy for peasant
labourers and the equation of the low with
Brahman, concept of Skambha, history of
Atharvavedic migration, Indian etymologists
and their etymologies, Panini's predecessors
and innovations, mythological and ritual
symbolism, etc. His deep penetrating
analytical study has attracted many
criticisms from many a learned scholars of

India and abroad but his thought-provoking
role cannot but be appreciated. Undoubtedly
a void has been created in the arena of
Sanskrit and Indological studies by the
passing away of Professor Bhattacharya.

Dipak Bhattacharya as a human being
was of amiable disposition, large-hearted,
free-minded, lovable and dear to all. He is
survived by two daughters, son-in-laws,
and grand daughter. We express our heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved members
and friends of the family and would like to
cherish the sweet memories of him in the
years to come. Let us not forget—

Yo'ntucanah sa no mahan
'An adept in the Veda is a great one'

Conclave on Ethnographic Study
on Bordering Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh

| T

Brigadier Eshan Dalal, S. M., felicitating Dr. S. B. Chakrabarti, General Secretary, during the conclave
on Ethnographic Study on Bordering Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh (April 27-28, 2023) held at Ryan

)

MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023 | 29



IN MEMORIAM J

ST AEMI (5588-30%9)

ISR RICHE
FYMEReE

b (T 09, IR ATHMIT AN e |
BIITAICET (514 QIR TSI, 291 Fee 3506 Bote

Tyfe eifera @l e e s
O SSITE], ANEEE AR 2fo Fodlif

O 5T 904 | €7 IR SN SRR
TG (TN JYA SN FOI TS G
fret Hlolca oy | faeirs, Alfdifens emiame
O (A, [ @6 Fiersitda afsffag
AR I AfRre— o7=7, Somiee
FRFACE 77 AR, GBI, 7wl 8
Top—aga *ISie wiwl
NGNS Ao -SRI
AT, T QF61 SCle
SR 5Ta qfoRCaAd
@ | fqafae ceaifaf
F SPARE; A-€ A 2O
AR - (T G
T ¢ 2w FEee |
21 (ST 2 AKAM(G
et 4l M N 7
S Giferea et |

SR —aTe Wo 7 A5 T=a T
AT FCACRA, ARLE2 (A (T, LT,
G, SE—CGRNFI, FEE, FeT
el @R P TG TN ST
(I WifeTeT 20 STtz |

AGLATST ©ITT @ SCHCTCA NI
TGP ALS-ATE, Tl
(TS G REN, (&
o7l ¢ f2ora Relfasl
Qfea Fe5F @foes]
Tl foe—R g @
Aifzfers dfefafag serse
SR SCMICRR G erche
R | S FEe el
AT G Teget AfeTs
| @3z Stz 2ewEns @
SR I BB ST |

stz 2 3l
TfeITE (2R (eI, Aken MfRTe Felgra’
T G TG SIFIHET G0 |

gefgal” Reoelfoes wsire wfaca @
& B, MY YLD € (= -4
7, SERACH A (STl (AT G0 IO
ke Afzes [ =W Sz —fof
FCE] TSI |

30 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023

(Rl 2 73 ol (7T Toieio foree enraem
Ol | S5 M b s A (S R (R B A
T AL T | T PRI, T !
(Ao S e 2E T fow 71 | @7 3
R YA QN6 e » =1 e
SR |




IN MEMORIAM J

“ICATR (TR IO IO 6] OTo(d
G SIS oI | (T (1 et S @a)
ST | G LR €F TR RS (S
T IO ERIT, N (ROWE @GR,
o fzet Sttt | @saa SCTfat Cof |
(IS, e S T | ET61 ([e=D
Soaios Pre | ot @i, s
RIS THAFS | (56T TP <
2002 IFAFAME BIC RSN TR (907 |7

Q-FHCE AR Wl e, TEae
&l T, ol ¢ S Wit S
ACHZ, (14T TG 2 | e NI,
Ry AN, *FF A T g
ToaE woialer SIfEmd fRem A svae@
TTe-a3 Ny T ST TR EEd R
TRIGF AN G951 AT 25 (Felfds’
TR — 2P 203 SR |

I SIfHF ACSH B ALK (A
(IR SIS Sies, SR AR el
AfSPIN9E TNINRER S AfFe 203 |
GG A5 AN | iR (O @T (@eNTE
AiS (FATS A2 | AT foreemw
CRIEPT] 28T, R (51X (IS o5 sl G
IRIATH FCI (A0 | (612 TN 2rgy
TR | S, TEAIFHE Tl *TINFCA
TR AT Jomg AR 2 296! fTaema
G — GO % SICS 2N |

A S, * eI AT, we @
AecAfes s iR i afes wa
S ColfRteTe | JRIE Kl shifdtares,
oA TZ! '@ TS FCATT @7 (IR,
(ATHE TACACE MW I T | IO
RIS (@099 I, e FAAIRIe
TACENET N Il A @3 Areifet
S TC HE! (AT |

BT (T | G T2 Fihla S0 (7T
TN AL ST, ALY (AT AT W09 |
S/ 913 TR ST | T N0 N0, (7
AT (01 741 2 | SgS AN, BT (T
2 SIS Tl | ! (I FICe2. ool
7 @% S N AFCe | Fofa & Aerzs
(A | (77T ([ECERE Svae A |
GRS 6T 5T AT (TSGR
M IREF Tl | TSI 2g T51 FC
(9lTeT | ST, T2eIfRE 967 BCeT 1t | S e
(ST AL (AT T T IS, W M
S TR et AGCE | Ferdrely ACARET
SOUNCT 3R FH B I 8 T
R (AT Fres 8 FrerFed | A
NRCS | MY CAAGIER (FTATOR @-92
(COICT TR | LT (T8 SdLY /0o ATE =fS
POl Teg TR0 G Sl 9iferd Sreifes
Gt ¢ @i | = e fee fafrg
P | OI2 F AR T M G0 Dt
s | sTI-paUl, 2P elebeet @b (=0 |
S AN oS T W2l | ol g s 7@
G 0 |7 T, I SIRICAR STres] wzrgalel
e fReTE @ FERRet AFE—=rel[ |
o)) b Frelfs e 20o AR |
AR TS 5w fretes, e
IGEOE! AT, S SRR I 52w
AIGRRI! T | ST TG A ©ICd, S
AN BIfEw T, oy Fawahes
R AR | SISO T TaF W3l GF
AFFIHICH AT TGEME 4T JCATRCE,
wifSy & G oo | ife e Skt
2T 1" A1 2T (AT [T Tool, ©iF AT
Tl (7T 0 HATrEe, @uie T Ay
FA, 5T A, [ ST ©fr @ SReA
AGFG-GF T (ST FICE SRR, BIIS

MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023 | 31



IN MEMORIAM J

BIBRG! (ARG % S (T 37 (51

5eITRe, TR FE{(E ORI (T SIS T4

ST I, IS - KRR Ao
IR I R 2ot relw AN e |
AT Reeits st R (ofte qiat =3l
MG |) TSI AV QLS4 G, A
RS G @ WS, S IS Froie
ST G ST, i sifert fTts qweet
vl e re “iacae | e @-29w
2 (R I (QIT (TS 710 Rigoe
BT el wretme #AfReT sfiea (siet | (iR
O GRS 0F AT AT G AT A0
AR oA ARG aFEFoR Afers |9
TR ST (7l ol FfFlfB S IR0
G «F (A |

faxgfore Aoz =11 | <Gl Aiferacs], s
(TSI G2 74, Mo, 2o oA
TSN, ool IR BT, Aoe, (IO 3w

AlfTe) AP STHE 2 (@A G
GRICal 27, fofe 1t epmicas Gefefo
@tz afREm | St [Fre (o, @14F
TR GRS AR, 2, @ SR
COl S5AITE &l |

(14T G (! B [T (I
AT SAEB FARE, (TSI (AT Sy
SR T TG SNV 2T, THIERITE
GG TR (@ o 5 AT Ated
e = =7, ke, Twiae qie 2RE
(2T C2AFTE, A, TreE & 3fgfmf
& (REeERl @ (@it facafes, Reidice
ST AfeT] @ SRPTCS (F-08e] SRmIl
R —a @I, CREEE, TS a1 g
FTATE T AT I o1 | FCA... | IToAR
B! SRR, (14T I 917, YoaIK oG

BISGI JCIG A (BT AT | 498 AT,
e vy 912, WS ¢ Ay @ (A
1 #1FF | ToTSlel A TR | (SIS (T
AIRe RF S, Zrerlf e wis,
VAT TATVALTAICS (SN2 (T E |
TS SNCHISC Tl !, welw, A,

B QTFS! IR G TGS @ ifre
AR TG 2T (Instinet) 55 s
ARl S AR | G- FATCH M
Q- v e |

I TR (T = S92
I (5T fRteTel A1 | g, T € e

47, 29 ¢ elbarmaifea afyae o, ffen
SR ST, el (AT FaTO—SIa
T8 G TeTCITRe | FTCE™] TepsmiCasT
o1 foe wiws @ «itda o e
AT TegeTod | Y ARGIRNEGTR 3,
e PR MfFFs Areiferm @191t

SUO0R W O | ANFCHI Sy AR
g’ ofte TR | S 579 Al =D
Jeifer TP’ (At e 2 | g blem
TR CHATICRA ANfZe) SRR 2RI |
IMARFIR el IfaSRena TN,

I G, OF, AeTes Afefig
R | AR GG G AT % TGS
@rFoeoR 7L fRet Mee (oitate |

oo (A Snifecaces, Iewiae Afafens
BIICeeT—PTfRIteTa iieat, gawete wes e

o7, e Tenifn SteAeaaS AftEl

32 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023

fRraifae, fifes-fH: @ =it sits
RO (R (T 1 | A8, NGB (<A,
ag-93 29l & Sieee)l W, Keomics
(OFAT, GF-SN@AR $iF [T It
2T aifsamsicze TR AN (R, 8o
PER-TRIEIN SRR AR |
TAACACAT A0Sy Afb@ R | TFI1e




IN MEMORIAM

d

ST @ @Sl SR (@, Twhred
GIIbae, TecEa bl-3lsie @ facsta ¢,
Sl SR Sos ST ST |

[ T, [e (Glifexita, g a@<s
Tz | A 2IT0y ‘(o 2 Pifefoa
AT SETHCA SN T DTN
(AT |

T NAHY vFqeld TACE, TN
SRS RIS 6 SRR | S
CancEmIfDa = ot ST |

R JANGN-97 FAR (4 407 e
“od i T Izl gifie afeer
S AACH!.... LI G SBCF AR
A O NG f=reT A1 | BT @ B
OO (TN SN2 | ... €7 (T IR0 PRI
TAATO! (ATIRET ” T T AR[E FTF

MRGa N AT i g (sl
%67 | T ©IE TS| TS SRS | G<8
AT 2Tl P 2 Torern w0 |

G GG S foTcd it Tucets) g
2O | CSOTAR FRI B G-I FALCAN
@2 | e S o aieee e,
(2 06 &% 0 o1 | oibl7 e (e @3
IO *ATH HeIS JoTa FCACTS 20 (91T |
GG M9 T TR ST GIke {0
SR G0 GAI BTG | oAfoT Sfogs |
AT, (PG (F SNTHT FACET 22
*NF FreeveT ST e TeRlet | 40
I Sigeifdte 2ra ot Mreg oimre |
St S7Y, &t #Aewit Wit 2@ |

G GG TP (FUCRS Yo Afe
A 72 |

MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023 | 33



IN MEMORIAM ‘

Professor Amar Kumar Chattopadhyay (1944-2023)

Chandramalli Sengupta
Member, Academic Committee
The Asiatic Society

Professor Amar Kumar Chattopadhyay
(b. 5th May, 1944) was a well-known scholar
in Sanskrit language and literature and Vedic
Studies and a very respected professor of the
same. He was one of those rare scholars who
received education both in the traditional
and formal ways. His father was a respected
educationist Sri Gourmohon Chattopadhyay.

Professor Chattopadhyay
completed his school-
level education from Mitra
Institution, Bhawanipur,
after which he got admitted
to Presidency College where
he secured first position
in B.A. Examination (1963)
and also received the Issan
Scholar award. In Master’s
Level (1965) also he secured
2nd position and was
awarded the prestigious .

Government College as well. His final
workplace was Asutosh College, Kolkata
where he worked as a teaching faculty from
1968 to 2004.

| was fortunate to be his colleague from
1996 when | joined the same college. |
remember him as a very quiet person clad
in white Dhuti and Punjabi, with a shawl in
winter who had an ever-
smiling face. He addressed
everyone as apni much
to our embarrassment. In
between his class hours
we always saw him either
reading a book or writing
or answering questions
of students, who flocked
around him in dozens.
Professor Chattopadhyay
was a perfect scholar-
teacher who never actually

Ramratan Memorial medal.

During the course of his post-graduate
studies he was fortunate to receive lessons
in Sanskrit & Veda from revered scholars like
Pattaviram Sastri, Ajit Krishna Bhattacharjee,
Bhutanath Saptatirtha, Pritamvar Jha, Mm.
Kalipada Tarkacharya, Harinarayan Veda-
Tarkatirtha. He also was trained in the
traditional Tol system of learning, where
Professor Chattopadhyay studied upto
Madhya Upadhi in Kavya and Vyakaran.

He began his career working as a teacher
in Bankura Sonamukhi College, from there in
Gobardanga Hindu College & Chandannagar
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wasted his time in other
petty non-academic matters of the institution.
Even after his retirement whenever he would
come, he had the same smile and the same
non-descript appearance which never
advertised his scholarship.

Professor Chattopadhyay was also
associated as Guest Faculty in University
of Calcutta, Jadavpur University, Rabindra
Bharati University, West Bengal State
University, Sanskrit College and University,
thus enriching generations of young minds
with his knowledge & scholarship.

He authored and edited quite a number
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of books Asvalayana Srautasutra, Vedic Yajna,
Vedic Vikrant, Rigvediya Grihyasutra, to name a
few. His erudite prefaces also adorned many
other books as well. He also contributed in
several scholarly journals.

In 2019 Professor Chattopadhyay was
conferred the title of Mahamahopadhyaya by
Sanskrit College and University and in 2022
he received the title of Vedavidyavaradhifrom
Howrah Sanskrit Sahitya Samaj.

In 2011 he lost his daughter which
probably made him withdraw and had an
impact so strong that the smile went missing.
But his solace was as always his academic
engagements. But gradually his health

started deteriorating. In his final years he was
in and out of hospital.

His passing away on 20 April 2023, made
not only the Sanskrit fraternity poorer but
also the Asiatic Society where he was a
Life Member. His voluminous book titled
Asvalayana Srautasutra was published from
the Society in the year 2002.

His academic legacy will continue
among his students, many of whom are
now faculties in colleges & universities. He
will always be remembered and respected
as a true scholar, a man without exhibition
and a rare sense of respect for all, old &
young irrespectively.

School students visiting the exhibition.

International Museum Expo

<& Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State (I/C)
for the Ministry of Science & Technology
and Minister of State for Prime Minister’s
Office, Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions; Department of Atomic Energy
and Department of Space along with Ms.
Mugdha Sinha, IAS, Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Culture, visiting the exhibition of The
Asiatic Society on ‘Rare Manuscripts’ at the
International Museum Expo, 2023 organised
by the Ministry of Culture, Government of
India, during May 18-20, 2023 at Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi.
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Workshop on ‘History of Science’

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata organised a five-day workshop on ‘History of Science’ during
May 15-19, 2023 at the Vidyasagar Hall. In the beginning Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of The Asiatic Society garlanded the bust of Vidyasagar. The Welcome Address was
given by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society. Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick delivered the Inaugural Address. Joint Coordinator of the Programme Professor
Rajkumar Roy Choudhury gave the Introductory Speech. General Secretary then felicitated
Professor Deepak Kumar, former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and a book
release programme was held. The vote of thanks was delivered by Professor Syamal Chakrabarti,
Joint Coordinator of the Programme.The lecture series started after the tea break. 23 resource
persons including Professor Deepak Kumar, Professor Dhruv Raina, Professor Biman Nath,
Professor Arun Bandopadhyay, Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, Professor Ranjana Ray, Dr. Sankar
Kumar Nath, Dr. Arunabha Mishra and Professor Basudeb Barman took part in the workshop.
70 participants attended the workshop. Many dignitaries were present there too. An exhibition
of publications of the Society on the theme of the workshop was organised in the corridor of
the hall. At the end of the workshop certificates were presented to the participants.

Resource persons, participants and other dignitaries at the end of the workshop.

The Asalic
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warkshaf
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239th Annual General Meeting and Awards Giving
Ceremony, 1st May 2023

Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose, Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal and Patron of the Society delivering his
address at the meeting. (L to R) Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary; Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick, President; Smt. L. S. Lakshmi, First Lady and Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer are on the dais.

Staff Members and Research Scholars performing the Invocation.
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Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose handing over the Honorary  Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose, Professor Swapan Kumar

Fellowship to Swami Atmapriyananda, Pramanick and Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
Pro-Chancellor, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda releasing the latest issue of the Journal of the
Educational and Research Institute. Asiatic Society (Vol. LXV, No. 1) on the occasion.

Dr. C. V. Ananda Bose at an exhibition arranged by the Museum Section in the
corridor adjacent to Vidyasagar Hall.

Distinguished audience in the programme.

S MONTHLY BULLETIN, JUNE, 2023 | 57



SPACE FOR RESEARCH FELLOWS J

Marginality as a Problem: An Anthropological

Insight

Debasree Chowdhury
Research Fellow of The Asiatic Society

Indigenous communities have always
been portrayed as not only the issue but
also as barely human or even subhuman.
Ancient scriptures like the Ramayana, the
Mahabharata, the Puranas, the Samhitas,
and other so-called ‘sacred books’ refer
to indigenous communities as rakshasa
(demon), vanara (monkey), jambuvan (boar
man), naga (serpent), bhusundi kaka (crow)
and garuda (king of eagles). In medieval
India, they were derogatorily called kirata
(people with lion nature), nishada (hunter),
dasa (slave), and dasyu (a hostile robber).
Romila Thapar provocatively argues that
the image of ‘tribe’ draws its genesis from
the curious situation of the arrival of the
Indo-Aryan speaking nomadic pastoralists
in northern India who came into contact
with the indigenous population (possibly
the remnants of the urban civilisation of
the Indus) and regarded them as mleccha
(barbarians) as against the Aryans who were
distinct because of their linguistic (speaking
Sanskrit) and racial supremacy (Thapar,
1971). It seems that anyone who did not
follow a recognised mainstream religion or
belonged to a Hindu Varna or caste system
was categorised as a tribe. Nirmal Sengupta
notes, "In socio-cultural achievements,
Indians who did not accept the caste system
were placed not only at the bottom of the
evolutionary ladder within India but also
were considered at par with others marked as
'tribes' all over the world" (1988a: 944). Thus,
it is more by the process of elimination, what
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Gramsci calls negation that this category
seems to have arrived. Colonial anthropology
stigmatised Indian tribal people as being
“exotic", “primitive", “savage”, “indigenous’,
“illiterate”, “banbasi”, and “jangli” (those who
resemble wild beasts). This was done by
neglecting the historically rooted differences
amongst tribal populations. In the not-too-
distant past, anthropologist C. von Furer-
Haimendorf, for example, has described the
tribes of India as "autochthonous societies
which persisted until recently in an archaic
and many respects primitive lifestyle"(1982: 1).
Adam Kuper argues that the term indigenous
has simply replaced the older, colonial term
primitive, and thus arguments for indigenous
rights appeal "to uncomfortably racist criteria
for favoring or excluding individuals or
communities"(2003: 395).

This exotic ‘Other’ was not encountered
accidentally; it was constructed and sought
out as the opposite of the'Self’ (cf. Appadurai,
1988: 39; Bhaba, 1990; Trouillot, 1991; Das,
1995: 3; Sarukkai, 1997: 1406). Without
understanding the colonial legacy of
administrative categorisation of the Indian
population into castes and tribes, not only
the term but the identities of the people were
constitutionalised after independence when
a Scheduled Tribes list was issued in 1950
without any substantial change in the 1936
list (Sengupta, 1988a: 944). In other words,
in the process, the tribals of India were not
only constructed as a distinct society, and
therefore opposite to civilised society, but also
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the very connotation of adivasi was produced
as recently as in the 1920s (Hardiman, 1987:
11-16) and constitutionalised. It has two
implications. On the one hand, the discourse
of Anthropology as well as development
practices ‘labelled’ (imposed) indigenous
people as ‘tribals’ who determined their
political entitlements in society (Wood, 1985;
Islam, 2003). The colonial discourse, however,
constructed the 'natives’ as backward or
childlike, and in opposition to colonisers who
were rational agents of progress (Said, 1979:
40; cf. Chatterjee, 1993).

Theoretically engaging with the terms
like ‘indigenous’ and ‘tribe’ in India, Sumit
Guha (1999) argues that an uncritical
adoption of these terms and categories is
not supported by historical documents and
reports, though he is aware of the political
implication of the terms vis-a-vis entitlements
of the tribals (cf. Kenrick and Lewis, 2004).
Indigenous people learned to realise and
recognise their identity in society not by
the characteristics and attributes of their
social being but by one imposed by their
superiors. Building on Gramsci’s 'ideology of
negation' in constructing and interpreting
subaltern consciousness, Ranajit Guha draws
our attention to the problem in the following
paragraph (1983a: 18, cited in Singh, 2001:
241-42). In colonial India, a sense of identity
was imposed on them. By those who had
power over them by their class, caste, and
social standing. It was they who made them
aware of their place in society as a measure
of their distance from themselves - a distance
expressed in differentials of wealth, status,
and culture. Their subalternity made up the
entirety of their identities. In other words,
they learned to recognise themselves not by
the properties and attributes of their social
being but by diminution, if not negation,
of those of their superiors. On the contrary,
James Scott argues that "hill peoples are best
understood as a runaway, fugitive, maroon
communities who have, throughout two
millennia, been fleeing the oppressions of

state-making projects in the valleys" (2009:
ix). While this positioning and adaptation
make our heads swim, it is consoling that
"the actors themselves are neither confused
nor mystified about who they are and what
they are doing" (2009: 332).

The foundation for a 'civilising mission'
for tribal people was created by the concept
of adivasi, understood in both the manner of
its development and appropriation. Modern
development agents intended to civilise and
develop such people see them as generic
primitives and as inhabitants of a tribe slot
because of an antiquated colonial history.
Programme documents portray their ethnic
or tribal identities, cultural distinctiveness,
livelihood practises, and historic linkages to
the areas people call home as issues, signs
of narrow-mindedness, and developmental
deficiencies that a well-meaning government
must assist in bridging. For example, the Five
Year Plan documents of the Government of
India emphasise ‘Tribal communities’.

This observation applies to all subaltern
groups including the ‘tribals; though Guha
made his observation, particularly about the
peasantry, continue to be vulnerable even
today, not because they are poor, asset-less, and
illiterate compared to the general population;
but often their distinct vulnerability arises
from their inability to negotiate and cope
with mainstream economy, society, culture,
and political system, from which they were
historically protected by their relative isolation
(Gol, 2002: 457, 2000: 234). It is further stated,
"Age-old social and cultural handicaps coupled
with environmental factors, to a significant
extent, contributed towards their low levels of
living" (Gol, 1974: 274; also see Gol, 1980: 417,
1985a: 329 & 334). This is to be accomplished
using implementing an array of development
programmes. The Planning Commission
document reads, "By the constitutional
directives, attempts have been made, through
suitable legislative and executive measures,
to remove their disabilities. A variety of
programmes were also adopted for their
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socio-economic and political development"
(Gol 1974: 274; see Gol, 2007: 115-18). In a
paternalistic way, the State continues with
its bureaucratic model of development.
Lawrence and Gibson (2007) argue that the
Australian Federal Government's effort to
reorient the aboriginal affairs debate away
from right and inheritance to 'responsibilities'
introduced the new 'Shared Responsibility
Agreements' (SRAs). This was done in response
to the aboriginal people's for more overt and
tailored development interventions from the
Central Government. In that, the aboriginal
communities should be obliged to follow a
series of specified disciplinary practices (like
improving personal hygiene, maintaining clean
households, preventing school truancy, etc.) to
receive access to healthcare and other basic
social services and entitlements. Though this
appeared to be a novel policy reorientation,
Lawrence and Gibson wrote, "The governing
practices are constantly reconstituted through
knowledge of the governed, and through
techniques that hybridize early illiberal
practices with new neoliberal discourse"
(2007: 655). It is believed, in other words, that
adivasis as marginal and underdeveloped
people need to be civilised and transformed
through scientific and technical planning of
development (cf. Pandian, 2009). Therefore,
many forms of tribal 'development' initiatives
have been ongoing for centuries.
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